172777225^5^ 



THOMAS STAFFCRD 



PAGE Id 



^AVAILABLE 



Application Serial No. 09/886,791 



copy 



REMARKS 



A petition for a ene menthone-month extension time for response and PTO-2038 for the 
$1 10,00 fee are being supp ied herewith. 

The specification hi s been amended in page 1 to properly reference applications. Page 5 
of the specification has bee * amended to correct an inadvertent error kindly noted by the 
Examiner. 

Claims 1, 7, 12, 18, 19 and 25 arc currently amended* Claims 3-6, 8-10, 14-17, 21-24 
and 26-28 are original, Claims 2, 1 1, 13, 20 and 29 have been canceled 

The Examiner has c bjected to the specification. The specification has been amended in 
page 5, line 31 to correct ai d inadvertent error by substituting "activity" for "actively". 
Rejection Vnfar ^ VAC Jj2 

The Examiner has rejected claims 7, 18, and 25 under 35 U.S. C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
because the phase "or the li ce" renders those claims indefinite. 

It is respectively submitted that the amendments to claims7, 1 8 and 25 in deleting the 
phase "or the like" has renc ered these claims definite and allowable under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph. 

The Examiner has also rejected claims 9 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failii g to particularly point and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
the applicants regards as th : invention. Specifically, the Examiner has indicated that the phase 
**to information to be discuiised" renders the claims difficult to understand, and doesn't 
distinguish who is discussing and what is being discussed. 

Again, it is respectf illy submitted that the amendments to claims 9 and 27 have rendered 
them definite. Specifically the phase "to information to be discussed" and been deleted and 
'"relating to said collaborative purpose" has been substituted therefore. 

Therefore, is believ rd that claims 9 and 27, as currently amended, are allowable over the 
rejection based on 35 U.S.C I. 1 12, second paragraph. 
Rejections Under 35 U.S.< 103 
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At the outset it felt 1 >est to discuss the applicability as a reference of United States Patent 
No. 6,665,723 issued on December 16, 2003, filed November 29, 2001, to Dirk Trossen 
(Trossen). 

It is noted that the distant application was filed June 21, 2001, claiming priority of 
provisional application Scr al No. 60/266,791, filed on February 6, 2001 . It is particularly 
pointed out that the filing d ite of Trossen is November 29, 200 1 , which date is after both the 
filing dates of the provisior al application and the instant application that are February 6, 2001 
and June 2 1 , 2001, respecti zely. 

Consequently, it is ; ubmitted that Trossen cannot be properly used as a reference against 
the claims in this application Serial No, 09/886,791, and should be withdrawn as a reference. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 2, 12, 13, 19 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over United S ates Patent No. 6,430,567 issued to R. N. Burridge on August 6, 
2002, filed June 30, 1998 ii l view of United States Patent No. 6,750,881 issued June 1 5, 2004, 
filed February 24, 1997 to H. Appelman, 

The Examiner has a so rejected claims 3-10, 14-18 and 21-28 under 35 US.C 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ur ited States Patent No. 6,430,567 issued to R, N* Burridge on August 
6, 2002, filed June 30, 199*: in view of United States Patent No. 6,750,881 issued June 15, 2004, 
filed February 24, 1997 to 11. Appelman in further view of United States Patent No. 6,148,328 
issued to G. Cuomo et al. oi November 14, 2004, filed January 29, 1998. 

The Examiner has a so rejected Claims 1 1 and 29. under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over United S ates Patent No. 6,430,567 issued to R. N. Burridge on August 6, 
2002, filed June 30, 1998 in view of United States Patent No. 6,750,88 1 issued June 15, 2004, 
filed February 24, 1997 to II, Appelman in further view of United States Patent No. 6,148,328 
issued to G, Cuomo et al, o i November 14, 2004, filed January 29, 1998 in further view of 
United States Patent No. 6,(565,723 issued to D. Trossen on December 16, 2003, filed November 
29, 2001. 

It is respectfully sub mined that the amendments to the claims have obviated the 
Examiner's grounds for rej( ction under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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As noted above> it ii i believed that the Trossen patent is not and cannot be used in 
rejecting claims in this application because it was filed after both the filing dates of the instant 
application, which was filed June 21, 2001, claiming priority of provisional application Serial 
No. 60/266,791, filed on F< bruary 6, 2001 . Again, the filing date of the Trossen patent is 
November 29, 2001. Accoi dingly, the Trossen patent should be withdrawn as a reference against 
claims 1 1 and 29. 

Further claim 1 , as < urrently amended, now includes the substance of claims 2 and 1 1 . 
Thus, since the Trossen pat ait cannot be a reference against claim 1 1 it cannot now be applied to 
claim 1 , as currently amenc , and claim 1 , as currently amended, should be allowed on the 
rejection based on 35 U.S.O. 103(a). 

Claims 3-10 are def endent from claim 1 , as currently amended. Since claims 3-10 
include all the inventive elements of claim 1, as currently amended, so too, claims 3-10 should be 
allowed over the rejection i tnder 35 U.S,C. 103(a) for the same reasons that claim 1, as currently 
amended is believed to be £ llowable. 

Claim 12, as curren ly amended, is an apparatus claim that has been amended in 
essentially the same manne* as Claim 1, as currently amended. Thus, it is believed that claim 12, 
as currently amended, shou d be allowable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) for the same reasons as claim 
1, as currently amended. 

Claims 14-18 are d< pendent from claim 12, as currently amended. Since claims 14-18 
include all the inventive elements of claim 12, as currently amended, so too, claims 14-18 should 
be allowed over the rejectk n under 35 U.S.C 1 03(a) for the same reasons that claims 1 and 1 2, 
as currently amended are bolieved to be allowable. 

Claim 19, as curren ly amended, now includes the substance of claims 20 and 29. Thus, 
since the Trossen patent ca mot be a reference against claim 29 it cannot now be applied to claim 
19, as currently amend, anc claim 19, as currently amended, should be allowed on the rejection 
based on 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 21-28 are dt pendent from claim 1 9, as currently amended. Since claims 2 1 -28 
include all the inventive el< ments of claim 19, as currently amended, so too, claims 21-28 should 
be allowed over the rejectk n under 35 U.S*C. 1 03(a) for the same reasons that claim 19, as 
currently amended is belie> ed to be allowable. 
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Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 14-19 and 21-28 remain in this application. 

It is now believed tl tat this application is in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and 
allowance are therefore res] >ectfully solicited. 

If there are still out tending issued to be resolved, the Examiner is respectfully invited to 
call applicants' attorney, Thomas Stafford, at 727-772-4173 so that those issues may be 
discussed and satisfactorily] resolved. 

Respectfully;, 
David Gray Boyer 
James Owen CopHen 
Rebecca Elizabeth Grinter 
Randy L. Hackbarth 
James David Herbsleb 
Lalita Jategaonkar Jagadeesan 
Peter Andrew Mataga 
Graham John Wills 

Byj22l£22£££ 
Thomas Stafford, Atto] 

Registration No. 24767 



Dated: o 
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